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With a convincing majority of 141 of 193 countries, the UN General Assembly voted on Wednesday for a 

resolution that deplored in the “strongest terms” Russia’s attack on Ukraine and demanded an immediate 

withdrawal of Russian troops. The resolution, which was discussed in a rare special emergency session and under 

the rubric of the “Uniting for Peace” resolution invoked after decades, came as a result of an aborted resolution at 

the UN Security Council, which Russia, as a permanent member, had vetoed. While the UNGA resolution carries 

little teeth, it does represent a common stand taken by the international public commons, with 96 countries 

signing up as co-sponsors of the resolution. Russia rejected the outcome as a political vote that came of severe 

“pressure” from the U.S. and European countries that were the drivers of the resolution, but it seemed clear that it 

was isolated on the global stage. Belarus, Eritrea, North Korea and Syria voted against the motion, and 35, 

including India, abstained. While the resolution also decried the Russian decision to recognise Donetsk and 

Luhansk as independent states, representatives of member states made it clear that it was the relentless bombing 

of Ukrainian cities that they could not turn a blind eye to. 

India’s abstention, not a surprise, disappointed many western countries that have been lobbying for a 

shift in the Indian position. In the past week, India has abstained from three votes (including two procedural ones) 

at the UNSC where it is an elected member, one at the UN Human Rights Council, and another at the IAEA on 

resolutions critical of Russia. In an explanation of vote (EOV), India’s UN representative said that India is calling for 

dialogue, while officials say that India’s abstention has given it room to play a role in diplomacy with Russia and 

Ukraine. In a sign of some discomfort with Russian actions, the EOV also dropped the earlier references to the 

“legitimate security interests”, and included language on respecting the “territorial sovereignty” of members. India 

has also sent humanitarian aid to Ukraine although its vote of abstention indicates the Modi government still has 

many reasons not to vote against Russia, a strategic and defence partner that has stood by India. As the conflict 

continues, and the global community expresses its disapproval, however, India’s desire to remain an 

“abstentionist” power is being called into question. The Government has also said that it needs to remain on good 

terms with both sides as its primary focus remains the safe exit of Indians from the conflict zone. While evacuating 

Indians is an important priority, it cannot be India’s only focus in this crisis, given its aspirations for global 

leadership and the oft quoted motto of “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam”. It may become necessary for India to engage 

more deeply with the conflict in Europe, which is now a global concern. 

 

 take sides (phrase) – support, back, give one’s 

support to, be on the side of, stand by, stand up 

for, ally oneself with, associate oneself with. 

 conflict (noun) – war, armed conflict, battle, 

fighting. 

 engage (verb) – involve (in a diplomatic 

talk/discussion). 

 deeply (adverb) – intensely, strongly, powerfully, 

profoundly, keenly. 

 deepen (verb) –  intensify, escalate; exacerbate, 

aggravate, worsen, become worse. 

 convincing (adjective) – decisive, conclusive, 

impressive, emphatic, resounding. 

 resolution (noun) – a formal decision taken at a 

meeting with the help of a vote; motion, proposal. 

 UN resolution 8979 (noun) – The 8979th meeting 

of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) was 

held on February 25 to pass a resolution under 

Chapter VII of the UN charter. The draft resolution 

was called to vote to end Russia’s military offensive 

against Ukraine. It also aimed to deplore Russia’s 

decision to grant independence to Ukraine’s 

breakaway regions Donetsk and Luhansk and 

reverse the decision, calling it violative of territorial 

integrity and political independence of Ukraine. 

 deplore (verb) – complain about, lament, be 

against; regret, express regret about. 

 terms (noun) – language, mode of expression; 

conditions, restrictions; particulars, details, points. 

 troop (noun) – soldiers, armed forces. 

 session (noun) – meeting, discussion, forum. 

 rubric (noun) – a set of rules; a set of guidelines; a 

set of instructions. 

 “Uniting for Peace” resolution or UNGA resolution 

377 (V) A (1950) (noun) – United Nations General 

Assembly resolution 377(V) is known as the Uniting 

for peace resolution. Adopted in 1950, the 

resolution resolves that if the Security Council, 

because of lack of unanimity of the permanent 

members, fails to exercise its primary responsibility 

to act as required to maintain international peace 

and security…, the General Assembly shall consider 
the matter immediately with the view to making 

recommendations to Members…in order to restore 
international peace and security. If not in session, 

the General Assembly may meet using the 

mechanism of the emergency special session. 
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 invoke (verb) – cite, refer to, adduce, resort to. 

 decade (noun) – a period of ten years. 

 as a result of (phrase) – due to, because of, on the 

back of. 

 aborted (adjective) – failed, flopped, terminated. 

 veto (verb) – reject a decision/proposal/resolution. 

 teeth (noun) – genuine power. 

 stand (noun) – stance, point of view, viewpoint, 

opinion, standpoint, position, perspective, 

approach. 

 commons (noun) – the common people 

(considered as a part of the political system); 

resources belonging to the entire community. 

 sign up (phrasal verb) – commit, engage in, agree 

(formally). 

 sponsor (noun) – backer, supporter. 

 driver (noun) – (motivating/deciding) force/factor. 

 seem (verb) – look, appear. 

 isolate (verb) – separate, set apart, alienate, 

distance. 

 motion (noun) – proposal, resolution. 

 abstain (verb) – not vote, decline to vote, refuse to 

vote (for or against something (a 

resolution/proposal/motion). 

 decry (verb) – criticize, denounce, condemn. 

 recognise (verb) – acknowledge, accept, admit (a 

statehood formally). 

 Donbas region (noun) – a historical, cultural, and 

economic region in south-eastern Ukraine, some of 

whose territory (Donetsk and Luhansk) is occupied 

by two separatist groups in the course of the Russo-

Ukrainian War. President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia 

has recognized the independence of these two 

separatist regions in Ukraine. 

 make clear (phrase) – explain, elucidate, clarify, 

spell out. 

 relentless (adjective) – constant, continuous, non-

stop, unceasing. 

 turn a blind eye to (phrase) – overlook, disregard, 

neglect, ignore, pay no attention to. 

 abstention (noun) – refusal to vote, abstaining, 

non-voting. 

 lobby (verb) – to influence (the government/its 

official group/elected legislators) to create the 

actions, policies, or decisions to help a particular 

organization. 

 shift (noun) – change, reversal. 

 procedural (adjective) – formal, systematic, 

methodical. 

 International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) (noun) 

– an international organization that seeks to 

promote the peaceful use of nuclear energy, and to 

inhibit its use for any military purpose, including 

nuclear weapons. The IAEA was established as an 

autonomous organization on 29 July 1957. 

 explanation of vote (EOV) and explanation of 

position (EOP) (noun) – When a test/ resolution is 

adopted by the General Assembly or the Security 

Council, Member States have the opportunity to 

explain their national position and the reasons for 

their vote before (explanation of position) or after 

(explanation of vote) it. These statements have 

primarily political purposes and may be intended to 

recall an essential element of the negotiation or 

something that the Member State considers poorly 

reflected in the compromise text/resolution. 

 call for (phrasal verb) – require, publicly 

ask/necessitate, demand. 

 dialogue (noun) – discussion, talks, parleying, 

deliberation. 

 officials (noun) – representatives; functionaries, 

officers. 

 room (noun) – scope, chance, leeway, freedom, 

latitude, opportunity (for something to happen). 

 play a role (phrase) – contribute to, be 

instrumental in, be a factor in. 

 diplomacy (noun) – international politics, foreign 

affairs, foreign policy; negotiations, discussions, 

talks, dialogue (related to international politics). 

 discomfort (noun) – embarrassment, discomfiture, 

unease, uneasiness. 

 drop (verb) – exclude, discard, throw out, leave out, 

reject. 

 reference (noun) – mention, remark, comment. 

 legitimate (adjective) – legal, lawful, permissible, 

allowable, admissible. 

 interests (noun) – common concerns (in 

politics/business). 

 language (noun) – expressions, parlance, way of 

talking, mode of expression, choice of words,. 

 territorial (adjective) – relating to a particular 

territory (area/region). 

 sovereignty (noun) –  autonomy, independence, 

freedom, self-government, self-rule. 

 humanitarian (adjective) – compassionate, humane 

socially concerned, welfare. 

 aid (noun) – help, support, assistance. 

 strategic (adjective) – relating to achieving long-

term or overall goals. 

 stand by (phrasal verb) – be loyal to, stand up for, 

support, give one’s support to, be supportive of, 

back, come to the defence of, take the side of, side 

with. 
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 disapproval (noun) – criticism, censure, 

condemnation, denunciation; dissatisfaction. 

 abstentionist (adjective) – relating to a person who 

practises or supports abstention/non-voting 

 call something into question (phrase) – doubt, 

distrust, mistrust, suspect, lack confidence in, have 

doubts about, be suspicious of, feel uneasy about. 

 on good terms (phrase) – in a good relationship, 

having good relations. 

 evacuate (verb) – ask people to leave, empty, move 

out of, get out of, exit from (from a dangerous 

place). 

 given (preposition) – considering, taking into 

account, bearing in mind. 

 aspiration (noun) – ambition, hope, desire, urge, 

wish. 

 oft (adverb) – old form of often; frequently, many 

times, time and again, repeatedly. 

 motto (noun) – slogan, catchphrase. 

 Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (phrase) – it is a Sanskrit 

phrase that means “the world is one family”. 

 concern (noun) – problem, worry. 

********************************************************************************************* 

Numbers can often be hustled to tell many tales; but it is the story that is picked on the basis of the desire 

to do what is morally right that sets the course for meaningful action. The recent Lancet estimates of COVID-19-

associated orphanhood, which put the number at over 19 lakh children orphaned as a result of COVID-19, has 

raised India’s hackles. The Lancet study generated numbers based on modelling, and therefore only estimates and 

not actual numbers are available. Globally, it estimated that 52 lakh children had been rendered orphans by the 

pandemic. The study, in its original period, March 1, 2020 to April 30, 2021 was revised, with updates based on 

excess mortality and fertility data used to model increases in estimates of COVID-19- associated orphanhood 

between May 1 and October 31, 2021 for 21 countries. Orphanhood was defined as the death of one or both 

parents; or the death of one or both custodial grandparents. The authors claimed their findings showed that 

numbers of children orphaned by COVID-19 had almost doubled in six months compared with the data after the 

first 14 months of the pandemic. India has objected strongly to the estimate of 19 lakh, terming it as “sophisticated 

trickery intended to create panic among citizens”. As per data collected by the National Commission for Protection 

of Child Rights and collated on the Bal Swaraj portal, the number of children orphaned during COVID-19 in India 

was far lower, at 1.53 lakh. 

While the study does include revised estimates for all the nations, the message that it seeks to convey is 

the absolute urgency with which governments must incorporate childcare into any COVID-19 management 

programme. The state should proactively draw such children into the umbrella of care to save them from 

numerous adversities — poverty, violence, destitution, and lack of access to education and health care. The Indian 

government, to its credit, announced a grand plan of support for children forced into orphanhood by COVID-19. 

Many States announced rehabilitation plans, including provisions for adoption, foster care, education and health 

care; some admittedly more progressive than others, but the momentum was certainly built up in the country. It is 

time to update the status of such programmes, and information on the number of cases where intervention has 

occurred, and where it is pending, must be put out in the public realm. Well begun is half done, but the Centre and 

the States must expand efforts. The Government would do well to allow interventions for children to be informed 

by a ‘whole-life” care paradigm, and fresh data from time to time, especially in a pandemic that is not only rapidly 

evolving, but by all accounts, is nowhere near ending. 

 

 care (noun) – protection, guardianship, 

responsibility. 

 orphan (verb) – cause (a child) to become an 

orphan (a child who lost his/her parents). 

 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a new 

disease; The illness spreads around the world and 

typically affects a large number of people across a 

wide area. 

 pursue (verb) – engage in, conduct, take part in, 

take up (an activity). 

 rehabilitation (noun) – the action of bringing 

(someone or something) back to a normal. 

 hustle (verb) – push, nudge, thrust; force, compel; 

obtain forcefully/illegally.  

 tale (noun) – lie, untruth, fabrication, fake news, 

alternative fact; story. 

 pick on (phrasal verb) – select something from 

alternative options. 

 course (noun) –  plan, strategy, process, system, 

procedure. 

 Lancet (noun) – a weekly peer-reviewed general 

medical journal. It is among the world’s oldest and 

best-known general medical journals. 
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 estimate (noun) – (rough) calculation, 

approximation, evaluation. 

 orphanhood (noun) – the condition/state of being a 

child without (living) parents. it is also defined as 

the death of one or both parents; or the death of 

one or both custodial grandparents. 

 as a result of (phrase) – due to, because of, on the 

back of. 

 raise one’s hackles (phrase) – make someone very 

angry, upset, irritate, annoy. 

 modelling (noun) – the use of mathematical models 

to make calculations or predictions; (A simulation is 

the process of using a model to study the behavior 

and performance of an actual or theoretical 

system). 

 render (verb) – make, cause to be, cause to 

become. 

 mortality (noun) – (in a particular time/for a cause) 

the rate/number of death. 

 fertility (noun) – ability to conceive, potency, 

reproductiveness. 

 model (verb) – make calculations or predictions. 

 custodial (adjective) – safeguarding, protective, 

safekeeping (children as parents). 

 claim (verb) – state, affirm, indicate. 

 findings (noun) – conclusion arrived at (as a result 

of an inquiry).  

 almost (adverb) – very nearly. 

 object (verb) – disagree with, dispute, protest 

against. 

 sophisticated (adjective) – complex, complicated, 

intricate, subtle, delicate. 

 trickery (noun) – deception, trickery, tactic, 

cunning, intrigue. 

 intend (verb) – plan, aim, propose. 

 collate (verb) – organize, arrange, put together, 

assemble.  

 bal swaraj portal (noun) – an online tracking portal 

“Bal Swaraj (COVID-Care link)” for child in need of 

care and protection. This portal of the Commission 

has been created with a purpose for online tracking 

and digital real time monitoring mechanism of 

children who are in need of care and protection. 

The Commission has extended the use of this portal 

for tracking children who have lost both its parents 

or either of the parent during COVID-19. 

 seek (verb) – try, aim, attempt. 

 absolute (adjective) – complete, total, outright; 

categorical, unquestionable, undoubted, 

unequivocal, decisive, definite. 

 incorporate (verb) – include, consolidate, 

encompass, assimilate, integrate. 

 proactively (adverb) – farsightedly, shrewdly, 

energetically. 

 draw (verb) – move. 

 umbrella (noun) – protection, guidance, support, 

backing, guardianship. 

 numerous (adjective) – many, a lot of, multiple. 

 adversity (noun) – trouble, hardship, misfortune, 

distress. 

 poverty (noun) – extremely poor, shortage, paucity, 

insufficiency. 

 destitution (noun) – extreme poverty, privation, 

hardship. 

 lack of (noun) – unavailability, deprivation. 

 to one’s credit (phrase) – used to mention that 

someone deserves praise/admiration. 

 provisions (noun) – preparations, plans, planning, 

prearrangement, arrangements. 

 adoption (noun) – a legal process that allows 

someone to become the parent of a child, even 

though the parent and child are not related by 

blood. 

 foster care (noun) – (temporary) guardianship for 

orphaned children. 

 admittedly (adverb) – actually, truly/verily, indeed. 

 progressive (adjective) – forward-looking, forward-

thinking; reforming, revolutionary. 

 momentum (noun) – energy, strength, impetus. 

 build up (phrasal verb) – boost, strengthen, 

increase, improve, grow, augment, raise, intensify, 

enhance. 

 intervention (noun) – the process of intervening in 

something; involvement, interference. 

 put out (phrasal verb) – issue, publish, release, 

circulate, make public, publicize. 

 in the public domain/realm (phrase) – if something 

(e.g. information) is in the public domain, people 

generally know about it since it is no secret. 

 well begun is half done (phrase) – a good beginning 

will definitely lead to progress. Much depends on 

the beginning of any endeavor. 

 paradigm (noun) – model, pattern, case in point. 

 from time to time (phrase) – occasionally, now and 

then, once in a while, at intervals. 

 evolve (verb) – develop, progress, advance 

gradually. 

 by all accounts (phrase) – allegedly, apparently, 

seemingly, ostensibly. 

 nowhere near (phrase) – not nearly. 
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